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Dear Class of 2016:
Virginia Commonwealth University is a premier national research 
university with a mission focused on people. Research that helps 
people. Care that heals people. Teaching that empowers people. 
Service that embraces people.
Our greatest successes, then, are the successes of our people, 
including those of you who are earning your degree today. You are 
graduating from one of America’s great public research universi-
ties; as such, your educational experience has been about more 
than completing your courses and receiving a grade. It has been 
about making your knowledge real to solve real problems that will 
make a real difference in the real world. It has been about becom-
ing leaders in your academic disciplines and in your communities.  
It has been about innovating, transforming and creating opportunities  
for yourself and others.
You are part of a rich legacy at VCU. For 178 years, your alma mater has focused on helping 
students like you become creators, innovators and entrepreneurs who will advance the human 
experience around the world. As you graduate from VCU, always remember that your opportu-
nities are boundless because your potential is limitless.
On behalf of the faculty, staff, students and alumni of VCU, I congratulate you on the remark-
able achievement of your commencement. We are so proud of you and encourage you stay  




VCU and VCU Health System
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Processional VCU Commencement Brass 
  Ross A. Walter, Director
National Anthem* VCU Police Honor Guard 
  VCU Commencement Brass 
  DeVonté Saunders, Soloist
Welcome and Introductions Gail Hackett, Provost and 
  Vice President for Academic Affairs
Commencement Address  Sec. Todd P. Haymore 
Recognition of Degree Candidates 
 Honorary Degrees Michael Rao, President 
 Edward A. Wayne Medal 
 Presidential Medallions
Conferring of Degrees/Honors Recognition
Doctor of Philosophy Candidates F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean
Graduate and First Professional Degrees 
 Graduate School F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean 
 School of Allied Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean
Latin Honors and University Honors  Barry L. Falk, Dean
Undergraduate Degrees
 College of Humanities and Sciences Montserrat Fuentes, Dean 
 School of Allied Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean 
 School of the Arts James A. Frazier, Interim Dean 
 School of Business Ed A. Grier, Dean 
 School of Engineering Barbara D. Boyan, Dean 
 L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs John J. Accordino, Interim Dean 
 School of Nursing Jean Giddens, Dean 
 School of Social Work Timothy L. Davey, Interim Dean 
 University College Shelli B. Fowler, Interim Dean  
 VCU Life Sciences Robert M. Tombes, Vice Provost
VCU Alumni Remarks James E. Williams,  
  VCU Alumni President
Recessional** VCU Commencement Brass
 
To share photos or memories from Commencement, use #VCU2016.
*The audience will stand for the national anthem.     **Graduates will remain in place until the president’s party exits the arena.
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2016 Recipient
Sec. Todd P. Haymore 
The Honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters is Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s highest form of 
recognition. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
it recognizes those individuals 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to society through 
scholarship, public service, 
humanitarianism, science and art.
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
Gov. Terry McAuliffe appointed Todd P. Haymore as secretary of 
commerce and trade in September 2016 to oversee the economic, 
community and workforce development initiatives of the common-
wealth. Haymore previously served as secretary of agriculture and 
forestry, beginning in 2010, under both Gov. McAuliffe and Gov. Bob 
McDonnell.
Prior to being named secretary, Haymore served in a number of 
leadership posts in the private and public sectors, including com-
missioner of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services under Gov. Tim Kaine; executive at both Universal Leaf 
Tobacco Corporation and DIMON Inc., two of the world’s largest 
leaf tobacco dealers; and legislative assistant and communications 
director to former U.S. Rep. L.F. Payne (VA-5th). Haymore began 
his professional career as a legislative intern to former Virginia state 
senator Onico Barker. 
Haymore has worked closely with governors, legislators and key 
stakeholders on a number of legislative and budgetary initiatives 
to integrate fully agriculture and forestry into Virginia’s overall 
economic development and jobs-creation platform, and to better 
enhance the standing of the two industries in the commonwealth, 
across the country and around the world. 
One of the top successes of these initiatives includes creating 
the first-of-its-kind Governor’s Agriculture and Forestry Industries 
Development Fund in 2012, a multimillion-dollar economic devel-
opment incentive program specifically geared toward existing or new 
agricultural and forestry value-added or processing facilities. 
Another key item was the creation of the Virginia Farmer Business 
Development Program, a unique concept to help family farms create 
more value-added income streams to their farming operations. The 
incentive-driven program launched formally in late 2016. 
Haymore received his Bachelor of Arts in political science from the 
University of Richmond and his Master of Business Administration 
from Virginia Commonwealth University. 
A native of Danville and the Pittsylvania County region, Haymore 
is married to the former Margaret Cary Lewis. They have three chil-
dren: Catharine and Elizabeth (twins), and Lillian. The Haymore 
family resides in Henrico County. 
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2016 Recipients
James W. and 
Frances G. McGlothlin
The Honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters is Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s highest form of 
recognition. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
it recognizes those individuals 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to society through 
scholarship, public service, 
humanitarianism, science and art.
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
Mr. James W. “Jim” McGlothlin is the founder, chairman and 
CEO of the United Co., a diversified conglomerate based in 
Bristol, Virginia. Prior to starting his business in 1970, he prac-
ticed law in his hometown of Grundy, Virginia, after earning 
his LL.B/J.D. from the Marshall Wythe School of Law at the 
College of William & Mary in 1964.
 Mrs. Frances G. “Fran” McGlothlin is a board member 
of the United Company Charitable Foundation, as well as 
the James W. and Frances G. McGlothlin Foundation. She is 
also the senior vice president of UC Fine Arts in New York, 
New York. Mrs. McGlothlin attended the College of William 
& Mary.
 The McGlothlins are active philanthropists, supporting 
both educational and cultural enrichment through their giving. 
They committed themselves to various leadership programs at 
their alma mater, including the McGlothlin Leadership Forum, 
which brings to campus nationally recognized leaders in busi-
ness and law to discuss with faculty and students the pressing 
issues surrounding the 21st-century economy and the systems 
that affect it. The couple also supports the Mountain Mission 
School, which serves children in need in Mr. McGlothlin’s 
hometown. In addition, Mr. McGlothlin serves on the board of 
the PGA Tour and is a national trustee of First Tee, a nonprofit 
youth development organization that instills life and leadership 
skills through golf.
Virginia Commonwealth University has also benefited from 
the couple’s generosity. In 2001, the McGlothlins donated 
$2 million to name an endowed chair in honor of Harold F. 
Young, M.D., former chair of the Department of Neurosurgery. 
The VCU School of Medicine received another donation from 
the couple in 2011 for $25 million. The new medical educa-
tion building, which opened in spring 2013, is named after the 
McGlothlins in appreciation of that substantial gift and their 
longtime support of the School of Medicine.
In Richmond, their commitment extends beyond VCU, with 
support of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, not only serving 
on the board of trustees and board of visitors, as well as making 
financial contributions to VMFA, but also recently bequeath-
ing their significant collection of American art to the museum. 
Mr. and Mrs. McGlothlin reside in Naples, Fla., and Bristol, 
Va., and have three children and six grandchildren. 
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Edward A. Wayne Medal
Jane Baird Hyde donated the 
Virginia Heart Institute to the 
VCU Health System in 2011. 
It is now named the VCU 
Baird Vascular Institute. The 
gift was given in memory of 
Jane’s late husband, Charles 
Lewis (Lew) Baird Jr., M.D., 
who passed away in 2008. He 
was the founder and director 
of the Virginia Heart Institute 
and was a pioneer in cardiol-
ogy. In 1972, he was the first 
cardiologist to perform cardiac 
catheterization in an outpa-
tient setting. Mrs. Jane Baird 
worked at the Virginia Heart 
Institute for over 36 years as a noninvasive procedures technologist 
performing such tests as echocardiograms and cardiac nuclear studies.
 In addition, Dr. and Mrs. Baird endowed the Charles L. Baird Jr., 
M.D., Professorship in Cardiology. The chair is currently filled by 
John D. Grizzard, M.D., in cardiovascular imaging.
 Olin V. Hyde’s contributions, which began in 2005, funded the 
Carolyn Wingate Hyde Endowed Chair in Cancer Research in 
memory of his late wife. Carolyn was a beloved patient resource 
library volunteer and Massey Advisory Board member for several 
years.  That chair provides for an exceptional Massey faculty member 
dedicated to advanced cancer research. The chair is held by Charles 
V. Clevenger, M.D., Ph.D. Olin is a member of the Massey Cancer 
Center Advisory Board. 
The Edward A. Wayne Medal 
was established in 1971 to honor 
individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions or 
provided exemplary services 
to Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
the medal is named in honor 
of Edward A. Wayne, who was 
chair of the commission that 
led to the establishment of VCU 
in 1968 by the Virginia General 
Assembly. Mr. Wayne served as 
the university’s first vice rector.
2016 Recipients
Olin V. and Jane Baird Hyde
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The Presidential Medallion 
was established in 1984 by the 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Board of Visitors to honor the 
outstanding contributions of 
members of the university 
community. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
the award recognizes these 
individuals for extraordinary 
achievement in learning 
and commitment to the 
mission of VCU.
Presidential Medallion
The remarkable career of William “Bill” 
C. Bosher Jr., Ed.D., spanned more than 
40 years. The longtime educator served 
as state superintendent of public instruc-
tion, superintendent of two of Virginia’s 
largest school divisions and dean of 
Virginia Commonwealth University’s 
School of Education. He was also a 
distinguished professor of public policy 
at VCU’s L. Douglas Wilder School 
of Government and Public Affairs 
and was the founding director of its 
Commonwealth Educational Policy 
Institute. 
A native of Hanover County, Bosher 
attended Lee-Davis High School, 
received a bachelor’s degree in English 
from the University of Richmond, a 
master’s degree in counselor education from VCU and a doctorate in 
education from the University of Virginia.
He began his career as an English teacher at J.R. Tucker High School 
in Henrico County. After working briefly for the state, he returned in 
1981 to Henrico, where he spent 13 years as superintendent before 
being named by Gov. George Allen as state superintendent of public 
instruction. As the leader of Virginia’s public school system, Bosher 
oversaw the development of the regulated Standards of Learning 
and the launch of the state’s school accountability program. He then 
became superintendent of Chesterfield County before joining VCU.
His community and professional involvement was extensive and 
included serving on the board of visitors of Virginia State University, 
the board of directors of the Education Commission of the States and 
the Virginia Pesticide Control Board, with one term as chairman. 
Bosher died in 2014 at age 68, but his legacy lives on through his 
many contributions — locally, nationally and globally. 
2016 Recipient
William C. Bosher Jr. 
(awarded posthumously)
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The Presidential Medallion 
was established in 1984 by the 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Board of Visitors to honor the 
outstanding contributions of 
members of the university 
community. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
the award recognizes these 
individuals for extraordinary 
achievement in learning 
and commitment to the 
mission of VCU.
Presidential Medallion
John F. Duval is the former chief 
executive officer of Virginia 
Commonwealth University Hospitals 
and Clinics of the VCU Health 
System, and is currently special assis-
tant to the vice president of health 
sciences and CEO of VCU Health 
System. As former CEO of this three-
hospital, 1,125 bed system, which 
includes more than 700 faculty and 
705 resident physicians, he oversaw 
the day-to-day activities of the aca-
demic medical center. He took great 
care in his overall responsibility for 
the hospitals and clinics’ strategic 
planning, service, performance man-
agement and improvement, financial 
management, workforce development and community outreach. 
True to his goal of seeing the medical center become one of the saf-
est hospitals in the country, Duval brought a strong focus on quality 
and safety to his work. His efforts were acknowledged in 2014, when 
the American Hospital Association recognized the VCU Medical 
Center with its top honor for leadership and innovation in safety and 
quality improvement. Under Duval’s guidance, VCU Medical Center 
has been recognized as one of the best hospitals in the country and 
ranked first in Virginia by U.S. News & World Report. Major con-
struction projects, which include the Critical Care Hospital and the 
new Children’s Pavilion, also have been completed during his tenure. 
Duval’s dedication to the university took him beyond its borders. 
He has represented VCU and its academic medical center both at the 
national and state levels, serving in leadership positions such as chair 
of the board of directors of the Accreditation Council of Graduate 
Medical Education, fellow of the American College of Healthcare 
Executives, and member and committee chair of both the American 
and Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Associations boards. 
Duval earned his Bachelor of Science in biological sciences and 
Master of Business Administration from the University of California, 
Irvine. He and his wife, Valli, have two children.
2016 Recipient
John F. Duval
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The Presidential Medallion 
was established in 1984 by the 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Board of Visitors to honor the 
outstanding contributions of 
members of the university 
community. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
the award recognizes these 
individuals for extraordinary 
achievement in learning 
and commitment to the 
mission of VCU.
Presidential Medallion
Clifford W. Edwards, Ph.D., began his 
career at Virginia Commonwealth 
University in 1975, where he con-
structed the current religious studies 
major program focused on the world’s 
religious traditions and taught by 
experts from around the globe. 
 He earned his Ph.D. in compara-
tive religion from Northwestern 
University and did graduate and 
post-graduate work at Strasbourg 
University in France, Neuchatel 
University in Switzerland, the 
Hebrew Union School of Bible 
and Archaeology in Jerusalem and 
Daitokuji Zen Monastery in Kyoto, 
Japan. He has been a visiting scholar 
at the University of California and at Oxford University in England, 
and served two terms as a Coolidge Fellow at Columbia University. 
During his time at VCU, which spans more than 40 years, Edwards 
has published a number of highly acclaimed books, including a series 
of volumes on the spiritual aspects of the life and work of Vincent van 
Gogh and works on Japanese poets. He has written numerous book 
chapters and reviews, as well as over 100 articles in a variety of jour-
nals. He is the recipient of numerous awards and honors recognizing 
his exceptional record of scholarship, teaching and service, including 
the VCU Excellence in Teaching Award and the State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia Outstanding Faculty Award. In addi-
tion, he has created and taught a score of courses in religious studies, 
including those in Zen Buddhism, the Bible as literature and the rela-
tionship of religion and the arts. He has taught courses at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts and VCU’s Commonwealth Society, and has 
lectured widely in this country and abroad.
2016 Recipient
Clifford W. Edwards
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University Marshals
Faculty Marshals
College of Humanities and Sciences
Anthony J. Ellis
D’Arcy P. Mays 
W. Scott Street
Graduate School
Margaret A. Lindauer 
Mark J. Schaefermeyer
Brian C. Verrelli
School of Allied Health Professions
Jennifer L. Inker






L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs 
Maureen Moslow-Benway 
School of Nursing
Victoria S. Menzies 
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Commencement Coordinators
Bernard S. Adams
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Bernard C. Hamm Jr.














Business Services  
Michael R. Porter
University Public Affairs 
LaToya M. Robinson






Media Support Services 
Ross A. Walter





 Corey W. Boone Candyce N. Conrad
 Commencement Co-chair Commencement Co-chair
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Academic Costume
The academic costume worn at American 
college exercises derives from the Middle Ages. 
The oldest universities of northern Europe, such 
as Paris and Oxford, grew out of church schools, 
and both faculty and students were regarded in 
the Middle Ages as a part of the clergy. They wore 
clerical habits, largely borrowed from the monas-
tic dress of that day, not just on special occasions 
but as their regular attire.
 The head covering of the academic costume 
developed from the skull cap worn by the clergy 
in cold weather to protect the tonsured head. In 
the universities, the skull cap acquired a point on 
top, which evolved into a tassel. The bonnet with 
tassel is still worn by degree holders of European 
universities. In America, it has been replaced 
by the familiar mortar board, which still retains 
the medieval tassel.
 The hood (the medieval caputium) was 
originally a covering worn over the head in bad 
weather, otherwise dropped on the shoulders as 
the monk’s cowl. At first it was worn by faculty 
and students alike, but in the early 16th century 
it was restricted to graduates, thus becoming the 
mark of a degree holder. Today, each college has its 
distinctive hood lining by which its graduates may be 
recognized in academic processions. Graduates from 
Virginia Commonwealth University may wear a 
hood showing a black chevron on gold background.
 The gown comes from the medieval robe and 
seems to have been borrowed from the habit of 
the Benedictine monks. In the Middle Ages, 
undergraduates, bachelors and masters could be 
distinguished by the simplicity or intricacy of their 
gowns. The doctor’s gown was often furred, which 
survives today in the ornamentation found on 
the doctoral gown. Usually the gown is black, but 
some colleges have gowns of different colors.
 The wide velvet borders extending down the 
front of the doctoral gown, the velvet bars on the 
sleeves and the borders of most hoods are colored 
according to the scholarly field of the wearer.






Fine Arts, Architecture Brown
Government and  
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School of Social Work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68
Bachelor of Social Work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Master of Social Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
University College . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69
Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69
VCU Life Sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .70
Bachelor of Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Master of Environmental Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Master of Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Doctor of Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71
Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action university providing access to education and employment
without regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, political affiliation or disability.
 
Virginia Commonwealth University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association  
of Colleges and Schools to award baccalaureate, master’s, doctoral and first professional degrees.
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Recipients of Degrees
Because of rigid time requirements, this program must be printed before the final list of degree 
candidates and final graduation honor status for undergraduate students can be determined. 
The exclusion of the name of a student is not to be taken as indication of official status as 
a nongraduate, nor is the inclusion of a name of a student to be taken as certification of 
official status as a graduate. Only undergraduate students are eligible for honors designations. 
These designations do not apply to the degrees received by graduate students.
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College of Humanities and Sciences
Baccalaureate Certificate















































Political Science, Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness
Spotsylvania, Virginia
Artis, Ronald D. Jr.
English
Henrico, Virginia





































































































































Ehui, Amah Joyce Deborah
Political Science
Abidjan, Ivory Coast
Farinholt, William James II*
Political Science
Gloucester, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences































































































History, African American Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Hilsen, Ben Whitney^
Political Science, Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness
Bristow, Virginia
Holle, George Nickel Jr.^


































































International Studies and 
Religious Studies
Alexandria, Virginia






















College of Humanities and Sciences














































































































Gender, Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies
Woodbridge, Virginia

















































Gender, Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies
Monroe Township, New Jersey






























College of Humanities and Sciences














































































































































































Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Ashley, Courtney Faith













Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Vienna, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Bledsoe, Teshell T.**
























Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
High Point, North Carolina
Burke, Alison Nicole*




















Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education and Sociology
Alexandria, Virginia
Crowder, Savannah Colleen**








Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Fairfax, Virginia
Dillon, Daniel Patrick Jr.




































































































Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
South Prince George, Virginia
Nolley, Eliza Katherine**
Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Staunton, Virginia
Palanca, Julie Ann Maraie*
















Liberal Studies for Early and 
Elementary Education
Stafford, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Shelly, Marden Elizabeth

























































Candidates presented by 
Dean Montserrat Fuentes
Abbott, Macy Taylor*^

























































Alexander, Tyler Lacey Hunter




































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Fairfax, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Armah, Chelsea Hannah^
































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences











































Sociology, Gender, Sexuality 
and Women’s Studies
Richmond, Virginia



















































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences
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Cimini, Mark Alexander^
























































































































































De La Via, Joanna A.
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Arlington, Virginia


































College of Humanities and Sciences





































































































Fahey, Edward J. IV
Sociology
Reston, Virginia




Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science




















































Fordjour, Jessica Nana Adwibi^




























College of Humanities and Sciences
























































Genao Mora, Luis Fernando*
Biology




















































Psychology, Mass Communications 















































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences














































































































































Psychology and Liberal Studies for 

















































College of Humanities and Sciences
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Hughes, Megan Elisabeth*
































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences










































































































































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Centreville, Virginia


















































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Barboursville, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences


































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences

























































































































































Newsome, Curtis Edward III
Mathematical Sciences




Nguyen, Denny Trong Le
Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Fredericksburg, Virginia

























Nguyen, Vincent Vinh Phuc
Biology
Chantilly, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
















































































Overholt, Maria Lynn Patricia^


















































































































College of Humanities and Sciences































































































































































































College of Humanities and Sciences


































































































































































































 ‡Degree awarded posthumously
College of Humanities and Sciences








Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Franklin Township, New Jersey
Smith, Tiana Bernice

































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Arlington, Virginia

































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Leesburg, Virginia













































































































College of Humanities and Sciences






































Van Dao, Jacqueline Nicole
Mass Communications
Alexandria, Virginia






















































Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Williamsburg, Virginia


























Health, Physical Education 
and Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia

































































College of Humanities and Sciences













































































































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Hall, Katherine J.
Gender, Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies
Alexandria, Virginia
Saidel, Deborah J. Ms




Candidates presented by 





















Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Baker, John C. III









Physics and Applied Physics
Dhangadhi, Nepal
Bowman, Katie Elizabeth^




















College of Humanities and Sciences






















Donnelly, James F. Jr
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School of Allied Health Professions
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 






























Candidates presented by 












































Master of Health 
Administration
Candidate presented by 






Candidates presented by 














































































Master of Science in 
Nurse Anesthesia
Candidates presented by 








School of Allied Health Professions










































































































Master of Science in 
Occupational Therapy
Candidates presented by 



















































































School of Allied Health Professions




































Park Ridge, New Jersey
Post-master’s Certificate
Candidates presented by 











Doctor of Nurse 
Anesthesia Practice
Candidates presented by 
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by Interim 














Candidates presented by Interim 










































































































































































School of the Arts
School of the Arts
42     VCU Commencement 2016  * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student      ^Degree conferred August 2016
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by Interim 











Al-Solaitti, Aysha Ali A.Y.*^
Interior Design
Doha, Qatar


























































































Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Flanigan, Molly Taylor**
Craft and Material Studies
Roanoke, Virginia
Frye, Katherine R.***






























Craft and Material Studies
Richmond, Virginia















































Craft and Material Studies
Clifton, Virginia
School of the Arts
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Marino, Colleen P.
Craft and Material Studies
Richmond, Virginia
McGovern, Rachel D.*






































































































Candidates presented by Interim 








































Master of Art Education
Candidates presented by 





























School of the Arts
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Master of Arts
Candidates presented by 








Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School






Master of  
Interdisciplinary Studies
Candidates presented by 












Candidates presented by 
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School of Business
Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 































Candidates presented by 
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McDaniel, Ralph Kenneth III
Business
Midlothian, Virginia














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Candidates presented by 













Fishburne, Kenneth Procter Lane















































Candidates presented by 









Candidates presented by 





















Candidates presented by 








Master of Business 
Administration
Candidates presented by 






























































Morris, Lloyd Lee Jr.^
Business Administration
Midlothian, Virginia
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Master of Decision 
Analytics
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School









Master of Product 
Innovation
Candidates presented by 















Candidates presented by 

































Jones, Berkley R. Jr.






























Computer and Information 
Systems Security
Plainview, New York



















Computer and Information 
Systems Security
Glen Allen, Virginia


















Computer and Information 
Systems Security
Richmond, Virginia
Master of Supply 
Chain Management
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
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School of Dentistry
Master of Science
Candidate presented by 





Doctor of Dental Surgery
Candidates presented by 
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 





Cheatham, David Scott Jr.
Disability Leadership
Midlothian, Virginia
















Candidates presented by 
































































































































































New South Wales, Australia
School of Education
School of Education












































Candidates presented by 





































































































































































Candidates presented by 





Barron Ficke, Melanie Teresa
Educational Leadership
Johnson City, New York
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidate presented by 





Candidates presented by 
Dean Barbara D. Boyan

























Castillo Benites, Kennet Eneldo


































































































































Chemical and Life Science 
Engineering and Chemistry
Powhatan, Virginia
School of Engineering 
School of Engineering
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Post-baccalaureate 
Undergraduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 








Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Al-Milaji, Karam Nashwan^















Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
Clement, Stephen


















Computer and Information 
Systems Security
Macon, Georgia
Jones, Berkley R. Jr.























Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
Ogunnorin, Jessica
Computer and Information 
Systems Security
Plainview, New York





































Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Henrico, Virginia
Walters, Grayson L.







Computer and Information 
Systems Security
Richmond, Virginia
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Bachelor of Arts
Candidates presented by Interim 
Dean John J. Accordino
Ahmad, Iram
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Stafford, Virginia
Al Shamisi, Saeed Mohammed*^
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness and Political Science
Richmond, Virginia
Aldhaheri, Ahmed Juma 
Mutleq Saeed




































































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Manchester Township, New Jersey
Griffin, Summer Nirvana




















































































Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia
Tonnu, Casmi Thuy Mi
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Fairfax, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Vazquez, Carlos Rodolfo^












Candidates presented by Interim 





























Urban and Regional Studies
Norfolk, Virginia
Bebek, Corinne K.
Urban and Regional Studies
Sterling, Virginia
Belle, Devin A.
Urban and Regional Studies
Richmond, Virginia








































Urban and Regional Studies
Sterling, Virginia
Dodge, Quincy Leigh






























































































L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs



























































































































Urban and Regional Studies
Williamsburg, Virginia
Solak, Sait Turker^






























Urban and Regional Studies
Gainesville, Virginia
Wilkinson, Carlisle E.*













Candidates presented by 





Dement, Sidney David II
Public Management
Stafford, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs




































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Clemons, Bryah Katrina^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Baskerville, Virginia
Master of  
Public Administration
Candidates presented by 















Candidates presented by 

















Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Busching, Myles Andrew^
Urban and Regional Planning
Kennesaw, Georgia
Castleberry, Crystal Ann
Urban and Regional Planning
Moore, Oklahoma
DePaola, Michael Haywood
Urban and Regional Planning
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Martin, Michaela M.
Urban and Regional Planning
Charlottesville, Virginia
Norman, Spencer Andrew
Urban and Regional Planning
Williamsburg, Virginia
Thomason, Emily Joy
Urban and Regional Planning
Richmond, Virginia
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 






Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Smithfield, North Carolina
Johns, Kadeen Nicole
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Toronto, Canada
Mayfield, Abigail Taylor
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Stein, Gregory J.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Eynon, Pennsylvania
Master of Public Health
Candidates presented by 









Candidates presented by 


























Galdun, John Patrick III^
Physiology and Biophysics
Knoxville, Tennessee















































Candidates presented by 
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School of Nursing
Bachelor of Science



















































































































































































































































































































































































Soucek Eberline, Claudia M.
Nursing
Christchurch, Virginia

















































































Candidates presented by 
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Master of Science
Candidates presented by 









Candidates presented by 
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Bachelor of Social Work
Candidates presented by Interim 
















Master of Social Work
Candidates presented by 















































School of Social Work




Candidates presented by 
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VCU Life Sciences
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by Vice 

































































































Master of  
Environmental Studies
Candidates presented by 


















Candidates presented by 
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Doctor of Philosophy
Candidates presented by  





B.S., M.S., University of Southern Mississippi
Dissertation: “Identifying Parameters 
for Robust Network Growth Using 
Attachment Kernels: A Case Study on 
Directed and Undirected Networks”




B.A., College of William & Mary
M.P.H., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Dissertation: “Testing a Low Intensity and 
Accessible Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for 
Insomnia (CBT-I) Intervention in Individuals 
Newly Diagnosed with Cancer”




B.S., Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Electric Field Controlled Strain 
Induced Switching of Galfenol Nanomagnets in 
Magneto-electrically Coupled Multiferroic Stack”




B.S., M.S., University of Ibadan, Nigeria
Dissertation: “Investigating the Mechanism of 
the Compartmentalized CBP (CREB-Binding 
Protein) Ubiquitin Ligase Activities”
Dissertation adviser: Steven R. Grossman, Ph.D.
Akiel, Maaged Abdullah S.
Human Genetics
Ryadh, Saudi Arabia
B.S., King Saud University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Characterization of the Role Insulin-
like Growth Factor Binding Protein-7 (IGFBP-7) 
Utilizing Genetic Knockout Mouse Model”




B.I.S., Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic 
University
M.I.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Divergence in Stakeholder 
Perceptions of Security Policies: A Repgrid Analysis 
for Norm-Rule Compliance”




B.F.A., M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Stuart Davis’s Early Theoretical 
Writings, 1918-1923: Realism, Cubism, and Dada”




B.A., University of Texas at Austin
M.S., Indiana University-Bloomington
Dissertation: “Write to Work: The 
Use and Importance of Writing as 
Perceived by Business Leaders”
Dissertation advisers: Ross Collin, Ph.D., Lisa 








B.S, M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Productive Infection of Human 
Neural Progenitor Cells by R5-tropic HIV-
1: Opiate Interactions on Infection and 
Function Involve Cdk-5 Signaling”




B.Pharm., University of Mumbai
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Role of Enteric Glia 
in Opioid-Induced Constipation”
Dissertation adviser: Hamid I. Akbarali, Ph.D.
Borre Montealegre, Alicia J.
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., National University of Colombia
M.S., George Mason University
Dissertation: “Resiliency Profiles among 
Youth in Diverse Cultural Contexts: 
Family, and Broader Contextual Influences 
on Adolescent Development”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Scoring and Validation of the 
Cystic Fibrosis Disclosure Questionnaire”








B.A., Alexandru Ioan Cuza University
M.Ed., University of Mary Washington
Dissertation: “Educational Factors that 
Predict Residential Independence”




B.M., Seton Hill University
M.M., Boston University
Dissertation: “Development of an Instrument 
to Measure K-12 Teacher Demoralization 
in a Test-Based Accountability Context”
Dissertation adviser: James H. McMillan, Ph.D.
Carr, James Patrick IV^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Varina, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Surface Modification Techniques  
for Increased Corrosion Tolerance of Zirconium  
Fuel Cladding”
Dissertation adviser: Karla Mossi, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Cartwright, Laura Anne^
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
M.P.H., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Cancer Health Literacy and 
Hospitalization in the First Five Years 
Following A Cancer Diagnosis”




B.A., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Decreased Sound Tolerance 
(DST): Prevalence, Clinical Correlates, and 
Development of a DST Assessment Instrument”




B.S., University of Delaware
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Interactomics-based Functional 
Analysis: Using Interaction Conservation 
to Probe Bacterial Protein Functions”




B.S., University of California-Berkeley
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Improved Capability of 
a Computational Foot/Ankle Model 
Using Artificial Neural Networks”





Dissertation: “Markerless Lung Tumor Trajectory 
Estimation in Projections of CBCT Sinogram”




B.S., University of Virginia
Dissertation: “Development of an Electrospun 
3-D Printed Tissue Engineering Construct 
for Dermal Wound Healing”




B.A., Florida State University
Dissertation: “The Effects of Family Functioning 
and Tangible Support on Treatment Outcomes 
in an Opioid Addicted Population”




B.A., University of Kansas
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Evaluating the Pennebaker Paradigm 
with Bereaved Emerging Adults:  Applications of 
Text Analysis”




B.S., Fayetteville State University
M.S., North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 
University
Dissertation: “Critical Role of Vav2 in Podocyte 
Inflammasome Activation and Glomerular 
Injury During Hyperhomocysteinemia”





Dissertation: “Chemometric Curve Resolution for 
Quantitative Liquid Chromatographic Analysis”




B.S., University of Maryland-Baltimore County
Dissertation: “Modeling Spatially Varying 
Effects of Chemical Mixtures”
Dissertation advisers: David C. Wheeler, Ph.D., and 
Chris Gennings, Ph.D.
De Panbehchi, Maria Lourdes
Media, Art and Text
Guasave, Mexico
B.A., Universidad Autonoma de Chihuahua
M.S., New Mexico State University
Dissertation: “Nostalgia and iPhone 
Photography Apps: An Ethnographic Visual 
Approach to Social Media Photography”






Dissertation: “Bio-Carbon from Lignin and its 
Applications in Batteries, Supercapacitors 
and Oxygen Reduction Reaction”




B.Pharm., Bharati Vidyapeeth College of Pharmacy
M.Pharm., D.Y. Patil Institute of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences and Research
Dissertation: “Continuous Stationary 
Phase Gradients for Planar and 
Column Chromatography”




B.S., Brigham Young University
M.S.W., Washington University, St. Louis
Dissertation: “Deployment Resilience among 
U.S. Airmen: A Secondary Analysis of 
Risk and Protective Factors Using the 
2013 Community Assessment Survey”




B.A., M.S., Loyola University, Maryland
Dissertation: “A Longitudinal Study of 
the Motivations for the Non-Medical 
Use of Prescription Drugs in a National 
Sample of Young Adults”
Dissertation adviser: Wendy Kliewer, Ph.D.
Duffy, Owen Joseph Jr.
Art History
Baltimore, Maryland
B.A., University of Maryland, College Park
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Politics of Immateriality 
and ‘The Dematerialization of Art’”
Dissertation adviser: Robert Hobbs, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.Pharm., University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “Prevalence, Incremental Cost  
and Resource Utilization Associated with  
Opioid Overdoses”





M.S., National Research Centre, Egypt
Dissertation: “The Role of Chromatin  
Remodeling Complexes in Development  
and Anti-Tumor Immunity”
Dissertation adviser: Joseph Landry, Ph.D.




Dissertation: “The Dawn of New Quantum 
Dots; Synthesis and Characterization of GeSn 
Nanocrystals for Tunable Bandgaps”




B.S., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “Methods for Predicting an Ordinal 
Response with High-Throughput Genomic Data”







B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Power Analysis in Applied 
Linear Regression for Cell Type-Specific 
Differential Expression Detection”
Dissertation advisers: Mikhail Dozmorov, Ph.D., 
Nak-Keyong Kim, Ph.D., Roy Sabo, Ph.D., Vladimir 




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Consequences of Alcohol 
Mixed with Energy Drink (AmED) Use in 
College Students with Attention-Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)”





B.S., Capital Normal University
M.S., Mississippi State University
Dissertation: “Propensity Score Methods for 
Multiple and Multivalued Treatments”
Dissertation adviser: Bassam A. Dahman, Ph.D.
Gupta, Linda Ayscue
Media, Art and Text
Chesterfield, Virginia
B.A.Ed., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Writing, Performing and Reflecting: 
The Application of Narrative Hypertext and Virtual 
World Experiences to Social Work Education”







B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Development of Bicyclic 
Peptide Library Scaffolds and the 
Scaffolds and the Discovery of Biostable 
Ligands Using mRNA Display”




B.S., M.S., Peking University
Dissertation: “Distributed Sparse Signal 
Recovery in Networked Systems”




B.S., Clark Atlanta University
M.Div., Duke University
Dissertation: “Exploring the Role of 
Intersectionality on Cardiovascular 
Disease Risk in Sexual Minorities”




B.A., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “Pharmacological Implications 
of Adenosine 2A Receptor-Dopamine 
Type 2 Receptor Heteromerization”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic and State University
M.A., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “A Multiple-Site Case Study of 
Two University Teacher Induction Programs 
Using Different Methods of Delivery”





B.A., University of Mary Washington
Dissertation: “The Molecular and Mechanical 
Mechanisms of the Age Associated Increase in  
the Severity of Experimental Ventilator-Induced 
Lung Injury”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Emerging Pathogens in Cystic 
Fibrosis Patients at Virginia Commonwealth 
University Medical Center”
Dissertation advisers: Teresa S. Nadder, Ph.D., and 
Diane Dodd-McCue, D.B.A.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., University of Florida
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Use and Perspectives of a 
Social Marketing Campaign to Improve 
Fruit and Vegetable Intake”
Dissertation advisers: Suzanne E. Mazzeo, Ph.D., 
Eric Benotsch, Ph.D., Terri Sullivan, Ph.D., Suzanne 




B.S., University of Maryland, College Park
Dissertation: “Functional Study of CMYA5, 
a Candidate Gene for Schizophrenia”
Dissertation advisers: Rita Shiang, Ph.D., and 




B.F.A., National College of Arts, Pakistan
M.F.A., University of Minnesota
Dissertation: “Modern Art of Pakistan: 
Lahore Art Circle 1947-1957”




B.Pharm, University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “Exploring the Concept of hOCT3 
Inhibitors as a Novel Class of Antidepressants”




B.A., University of Maryland, Baltimore County
M.A., Towson University
Dissertation: “Sense of Belonging of Black Students 
in STEM Majors: A Mixed-Methods Study”




B.A., University of Lucerne
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Catching Up and Staying Out 
of Trouble: Serious Juvenile Offenders’ 
Educational Experiences While Incarcerated 
and Their Transition to the Community”




B.S., Old Dominion University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Non-medical use of Prescription 
Stimulants for Weight Loss: Predictors, 
Consequences, and Implications for Intervention 
in a National Young Adult Sample”




B.S., M.S., Brigham Young University
Dissertation: “Chronic Pain Casual Attributions in 
an Interdisciplinary Primary Care Clinic: Patient-
Provider and Provider-Provider Discrepancies”
Dissertation advisers: Stephen Averbach, Ph.D., 
Brice Rybarczyk, Ph.D., Sandra Gramlin, Ph.D., 
Bennett Lee, M.D., and Rachel Waller, Ph.D.
Johnson, Rebecca E.
Media, Art and Text
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The New Gatekeepers: How Blogs 
Subverted Mainstream Book Reviews”





M.P.H., Georgia Southern University
Dissertation: “Finding the Cutpoint of a Continuous 
Covariate in a Parametric Survival Analysis Model”





B.A., Kent State University
M.B.A., Cleveland State University
Dissertation: “Reliability and Stability of 
the Six Question Disability Measure in 
the Current Population Survey: What 
the Data Can and Cannot Tell Us About 
Disability and Labor Force Participation”
Dissertation adviser: Amy Armstrong, Ph.D.
Ketchum, James Sidney III
Biostatistics
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Model-Based Clustering of 
Longitudinal Data and Application to 
Sedation Levels of ICU Patients”
Dissertation adviser: Nitai D. Mukhopadhyay, Ph.D.
Ladd, Dana Lynn
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Lanexa, Virginia
B.A., College of William & Mary
M.S., University of Tennessee
Dissertation: “Information Needs and 
Information Sources of Patients 
Diagnosed with Rare Cancers”




B.A., University of Missouri, Columbia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Good Things Come to Those Who 
(Peacefully) Wait: Toward a Theory of Patience”
Dissertation adviser: Everett L. Worthington  
Jr., Ph.D.
Laws, Michelle Anne
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
M.A., North Carolina Central University
Dissertation: “Examining the Effects of Psychosocial 
Stress on the Hypertension Self-Management 
Behaviors of African-American Women”




B.A., M.T., University of Virginia
Post-master’s certificate,  
Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Qualitative Case Study Exploring 
the Experiences of African-American Males 
in the ‘Call Me MISTER’ Program”
Dissertation adviser: Whitney S. Newcomb, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy





M.S., Georgia Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “The Development of a Cell Delivery 
System Using Alginate Microbeads for Bone and 
Cartilage Regeneration”
Dissertation advisers: Barbara Boyan, Ph.D., Frank 
Gupton, Ph.D., Michael Peters, Ph.D., Zvi Schwartz, 




B.S., M.S., Peking University Health Science Center
Dissertation: “Using Semiphysiologically-Based 
Pharmacokinetic (Semi-Pbpk) Modeling to 
Explore the Impact of Differences Between 
the Intravenous (IV) and Oral (PO) Route of 
Administration on the Magnitude and Time 
Course of Cyp3a-Mediated Metabolic Drug-Drug 
Interactions (DDI) Using Midazolam (MDZ) as 
Prototypical Substrate and Fluconazole (FLZ) and 
Erythromycin (ERY) as Prototypical Inhibitors”





M.A., University of Delaware
Dissertation: “Forbearance Across Culture”





B.S., Harbin Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Resilient Dynamic State Estimation 
in the Presence of Information Injection Attacks”




B.S., M.S., Huazhong University of Science and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Alleviating Virtual I/O 
Overheads from the Viewpoints of Resource 
Management and System Optimization”




B.S., Waterford Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Substrate Recognition and 
Mechanistic Studies of Protein N-terminal”




B.A., University of Virginia
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “’I Just Need to Get Myself 
Supervised’: Exploring Transformative Learning 
in the Development of Professionalism 
Among Physicians in the First Year of 
Graduate Medical Education”




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic and State University
M.A., James Madison University
Dissertation: “Development of the Student 
Perceptions of Writing Feedback Scale”




B.A., University of Virginia
M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Correlational Analysis of 
Secondary Data for Factors Influencing 
Graduation from Adult Drug Court”




B.S., East Tennessee State University
Dissertation: “An Investigation of Kinetic Visual 
Biofeedback on Dynamic Stance Symmetry”
Dissertation advisers: Peter E. Pidcoe, Ph.D., and 
Paul A. Wetzel, Ph.D.
McKendry, Rebekah W.
Media, Art and Text
Winchester, Virginia
B.A., M.A., Virginia Polytechnic and State University
Dissertation: “The Implementation and 
Emulation of Cult Movie Marketing”





Dissertation: “Versatile Synthesis of Transition 
Metal Phosphides: Emerging Front-
Runners for Affordable Catalysis”





M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Using Classroom Social 
Dynamics to Understand Adjustment 
of Student with Disabilities”
Dissertation adviser: Thomas W. Farmer, Ph.D.
Mell, Shana
Public Policy and Administration
Mechanicsville, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Role of Procedural Justice  
Within Police-Citizen Contacts in Exploring 
Attitudes and Other Outcomes”




B.S., M.S., University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “Genetic and Epigenetic Mechanisms 
of Complex Reproductive Disorders”




B.S., Amirkabir University of Technology
M.S., Sharif University of Technology
Dissertation: “Modeling Fluid Interaction 
with Granular and Fibrous Surfaces”




B.A., The Evergreen State College
M.S., Northeastern University
Dissertation: “The Role of N-Acetyl-L-
Cysteir (NAC) as an Adjuvant to Opioid 
Treatment in Patients with Inadequately 
Controlled Chronic Newpathic Pain”
Dissertation adviser: Dace Svikis, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., Virginia Polytechnic and State University
Dissertation: “Understanding and Targeting 
the C-Terminal Binding Protein (CtBP) 
Substrate-Binding Domain for Cancer 
Therapeutic Development”
Dissertation adviser: Steven Grossman, Ph.D.
Moscati, Arden Anthony Mecca
Clinical and Translational Science
Gaithersburg, Maryland
B.A., Oxford University
Dissertation: “The Dual Faces of Misery”





M.A., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “A Qualitative Study of King 
George County Public Schools’ Social Media 
Policy for Employees: Its Development, 
Interpretation, and Significance”







B.A., University of Arkansas, Fayetteville
M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University 
Dissertation: “Student Success in Undergraduate 
Social Work Education: An Examination of 
Student Engagement Among ‘At-Risk’ Students”




B.A., Pontifical Catholic University of Peru 
Ed.S., College of William & Mary  
M.A., Hampton University
Dissertation: “Effects of a Parent-Child Verbal 
Interaction Intervention in Home Language 
Development in Latino Preschoolers 
Growing up in Low Socioeconomic 
Status in the United States”




B.S., North Carolina Agricultural and  
Technical State University
Dissertation: “Discriminative Stimulus 
Properties of Endogenous Cannabinoid 
Degradative Enzyme Inhibitors”
Dissertation adviser: Aron H. Lichtman, Ph.D.
Palapati, Naveen Kumar Reddy^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Nellore, India
B.Tech., Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University
Dissertation: “Diagnostics and Degradation 
Investigations of Li-Ion Battery Electrodes Using 
Single Nanowire Electrochemical Cells”




B.S., M.S., Pukyong National University
Dissertation: “Respiratory Variation 
Prediction and 4-D Anatomical Modeling 
for Lung Tumor Treatments”




B.S., University of California, Los Angeles
Dissertation: “High Affinity Block of ICI, Swell by 
Thiol-Reactive Seleno-Organic Small Molecule 
and its Derivatization for Click Chemistry”
Dissertation adviser: Clive M. Baumgarten, Ph.D.
Parrish, Candace Patrice^
Media, Art and Text
Alexandria, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Exploring Visual Prevention: 
Developing Infographics as Effective Cervical 
Cancer Prevention for African-American Women”




B.Pharm., University of Pune 
M.S., St. John’s University
Dissertation: “Characterization and Economic 
Burden Associated with Pediatric 
Opioid Exposures and Poisonings”





Dissertation: “A Computational Study of 
Curvature in the Outflow Graft of a Continuous 
Flow Left Ventricular Assist Device”





Dissertation: “Development and Characterization 
of Lung Derived Extracellular Matrix 
Hydrogels for Regenerative Therapies”





Dissertation: “The Role of Matrix 
Metalloproteinase 9 and Osteopontin in 
Synaptogenesis and Reinnervation of the 
Olfactory Bulb Following Brain Injury”




B.S., University of Massachusetts at Amherst
Dissertation: “An MVA-Vectored Cytomegalovirus 
Vaccine that Targets the Pentameric Complex”







B.Engr., B.S., East China Normal University
M.S., Peking University
Dissertation: “Joint Detection and State 
Estimation and Secure Signal Processing”




B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Optimization of In Vitro 
Translation Conditions and Synthesis and 
Incorporation of 4-fluoro Histidine”
Dissertation adviser: Ashton Cropp, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Roczen, Marisa L.^
Health Service Organization and Research
Cologne, Germany 
Dipl.Media.Econ., Rheinische Fachhochschule Koeln 
M.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Provision of Hospital-Based 
Palliative Care and the Impact on 
Organizational and Patient Outcomes”




B.A., University of California, Berkeley
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Influence of Client-, 
Family- and Therapist-Level Pretreatment 
Characteristics on Therapist Delivery of 
Youth Psychotherapy Treatments”
Dissertation adviser: Michael A.  
Southam-Gerow, Ph.D.
Roman, Dianne L.
Media, Art and Text
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia
B.F.A., Kent State University
M.F.A., Massachusetts College of Art
Dissertation: “Women at the Crossroads, Women 
at the Forefront, American Women in the 
Nineteenth-Century Printing Industry”




B.A., College of William & Mary
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Black Feminist Discourse Analysis 
of Portrayals of Gender Violence Against Black 
Women: A Social Work Dissertation”
Dissertation advisers: Elizabeth Cramer, Ph.D., 
Nicole Lee, Ph.D., Shelby McDonald, Ph.D., Kellie 




B.S., M.S., Eastern Illinois University 
Dissertation: “Curcumin/Melatonin Hybrid as 
Neuroprotective Agents for Alzheimer’s Disease”
Dissertation adviser: Shijun Zhang, Ph.D.
Salzberg, Anna
Public Policy and Administration
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., University of Vermont
M.P.A., Georgia State University
Dissertation: “Adopting Sustainability 
Innovations in Restaurants: An Evaluation 
of the Factors Influencing Owner-Managers’ 
Decisions in Richmond, Virginia”
Dissertation advisers: Meghan Gough, Ph.D., Jill 
Gordon, Ph.D., Robert Kelley, Ph.D., and  
Ivan Suen, Ph.D.
Sampath, Vimal Ganapathy 
Engineering 
Mumbai, India 
B.Tech., M.Tech., Indian Institute of Technology
Dissertation: “Ultra-Low Power Straintronic 
Nanomagnetic Computing with Surface 
Acoustic Waves: An Experimental Study of 
SAW-Induced Magnetization Switching and 
Properties of Magnetic Nano Structures”




B.A., University of Richmond
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Instructional Technology 
Resource Teacher: A Descriptive Case Study 
of Deployment, Use and Perceptions”





B.Sc., M.Sc., Basrah University
Dissertation: “Power Maximization for Pyroelectric, 
Piezoelectric and Hybrid Energy Harvesting”




B.S., University of Georgia
Dissertation: “Systems Genetic Analysis 
of Mechanisms Underlying Excessive 
Alcohol Consumption”




B.S., Lake Superior State University
M.A., Central Michigan University
Dissertation: “The Impact of Eating Behavior, 
Physical Activity, Support Group Attendance 
and Physician Follow-Up on Male 
Gastric Bypass Patients’ Experiences and 
Perceptions of Successful Weight Loss”
Dissertation adviser: Lisa Abrams, Ph.D.
St. Clair Russell, Jennifer^
Social and Behavioral Sciences
Graytown, Ohio
B.Ed., M.S., University of Toledo
Dissertation: “Development and Evaluation 
of a Peer-to-Peer Intervention to Increase 
Self-Management Among Adult 
In-Center Hemodialysis Patients”




B.Engr., Tribhuvan University, Pulchowk Campus
Dissertation: “Exploration of Erasure-Coded 
Storage Systems for High Performance, 
Reliability, and Interoperability”
Dissertation adviser: Xubin He, Ph.D.
Sule, Amrita Dileep Biochemistry
Mumbai, India
B.S., M.S., University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “ATM Phosphorylation of the Structural 
PP2A Subunit A and Cellular Shuttling Regulates 
the DNA Damage Response, Cell Growth and 
Quality of DNA Double-Strand Break Repair”




B.A., University of South Carolina
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Influence of Writing 
Achievement Goals and Writing Self-Regulation 
on College Students’ Writing Grades”
Dissertation adviser: Kathleen Cauley, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Tarazi, Wafa Waleed^
Healthcare Policy and Research
Gaza, Palestine
B.Pharm., Al-Azhar University
M.H.A., Washington State University
Dissertation: “Influence of Public 
Insurance on Healthcare 
Access and Cancer Care”




Old Bethpage, New York
B.A., State University of New York  
at Oswego
M.S., Columbia University
Dissertation: “Spontaneous Abortions 
Among U.S. Occupationally 
Exposed Radiologic Technologists”





B.S., George Mason University
M.A., Marymount University
Dissertation: “The Experiences 
of School Counselors 
Who Integrate Yoga into a 
Comprehensive Program: A 
Phenomenological Approach”
Dissertation advisers: Donna Gibson, 




M.S., Pharm.D., Virginia  
Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Resource Utilization and 
Costs Associated with Off-Label 
Use of Atypical Antipsychotics 
in an Adult Population”
Dissertation adviser: Norman V. 
Carroll, Ph.D.




Dissertation: “Probing Allosteric, 
Partial Inhibition of Thrombin 
Using Novel Anticoagulants”





B.S., Virginia Polytechnic  
and State University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Dissertation: “From Seed to Sky: 
Impacts of Explosive Compounds 
on Vegetation Across Spatial 
and Developmental Scales”
Dissertation adviser: Julie C. Zinnert, 
Ph.D., and Donald R. Young, Ph.D.







Dissertation: “Response Adaptive 
Randomization Using Surrogate 
and Primary Endpoints”





B.S., China Three Gorges University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Dissertation: “Filter Performance 
Under Simulated Real-
World Conditions”
Dissertation adviser:  
Daren Chen, Ph.D.
Williams, Ammon N.
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Idaho Falls, Idaho
B.S., Brigham Young University
M.S., University of Idaho
Dissertation: “Measurement 
of Rare Earth and Uranium 
Elements Using Laser-Induced 
Breakdown Spectroscopy (LIBS) 
in an Aerosol System for Nuclear 
Safeguards Applications”
Dissertation adviser: Supathorn 
Phongikaroon, Ph.D.
Yoon, Dalsung
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Yeungnam University
M.S., University of Science and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Uranium 
Electrochemical Studies in Molten 
LiCl-KCl Eutectic with Solid/Liquid 
Cathodes for Fundamentals of 
Pyroprocessing Technology”





B.S., College of William & Mary
Dissertation: “Allosteric 
Effects of G-Protein Coupled 
Receptor Heteromerization: 
Relevance to Psychosis”
Dissertation adviser: Diomedes E. 
Logothetis, Ph.D.
VCU Commencement 2016     79
Alma Mater
In March 2016, VCU Alumni’s board of governors approved Virginia Commonwealth University’s first 
alma mater, “We Gather Here.” Written by Lemont “Monty” Kier, Ph.D., a longtime faculty member, 
and his son, Andy Kier, a 1990 VCU graduate, the school song honors the university’s commitment to 
providing students with experiences that they carry with them beyond their years on campus.
“We Gather Here”
Lyrics: Monty Kier            Music: Andy Kier
We gather here, our voices raise,  
of VCU we sing our praise,  
the Black and Gold our colors show,  
diversity and value grow.  
We’ve learned so much beyond each class,  
the joy of friendship will not pass. 
So much in life is mem’ry borne,  
of VCU they’ll not be shorn.
The mem’ries of a campus walk,  
so many friends, we stop to talk,  
the friendships here were made to last,  
they’re in our minds though years have passed.  
The seasons pass, the years roll by,  
from VCU the reason’s why  
we are enriched from values learned,  
they bring us joy that we have earned.
Next year again we will be here  
to see our school and give a cheer.  
So VCU keep all that is great,  
you’ve brought us joy that is our fate.  
So come let us sing of VCU,  
with ev’ry verse we will renew  
the mem’ries from our campus time,  
each one embedded in a rhyme.
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Dear graduates,
On behalf of VCU Alumni, I am privileged and honored to congratu-
late you on this wonderful occasion. Although you likely received 
much support and encouragement from your families and friends, this 
is a personal educational achievement that is a tribute to your hard 
work and intellectual perseverance.
As you bring this chapter of your academic career to a close, we hope 
you will recognize that your university and your alumni organizations 
have provided you with solid ground from which to grow. We also 
hope that you, as alumni, will use your significant talents and energies 
to continue and expand your alumni organization’s stewardship.
As graduates, you join more than 182,000 VCU alumni throughout 
the world and, with words and deeds, show the excellence and quality of your education. Be proud 
of your university, because we are proud of you.
Our wish for each of you is that you realize your full potential and, in doing so, find a method of 
contributing to society and the university in a way that is meaningful for you.
Please consider joining VCU Alumni and continue to be engaged with your alma mater. We won’t 
be the best VCU Alumni we can be without you!
Yours for VCU,
James E. Williams (B.S. ’84; M.S. ’96)
President, VCU Alumni 
What we now know as Virginia Commonwealth 
University began as two universities: the Medical 
College of Virginia, established in 1838 as the medical 
department of Hampden-Sydney College, and the 
Richmond School of Social Economy, founded inde-
pendently in 1917, then becoming the Richmond 
division of the College of William & Mary in 1925.
The Medical College of Virginia gained indepen-
dence from Hampden-Sydney in 1854 and became 
state-affiliated in 1860. In 1939, the College of William 
& Mary changed the name of its Richmond campus to 
Richmond Professional Institute. RPI became an inde-
pendent state school in 1962.
In 1967, VCU came closer to its 
current state. Edward A. Wayne Sr., 
president of the Richmond Federal 
Reserve Bank, along with city and 
state leaders recommended the 
formation of a university using 
resources from MCV and RPI. With 
the signature of Gov. Mills E. 
Godwin Jr., Virginia Commonwealth 
University came into being in 1968 
with Warren W. Brandt as president.
Today, President Michael Rao, 
Ph.D., is the leader of VCU and 
VCU Health System. A premier, 
urban public research university, 
VCU has garnered $271 million in 
sponsored research and is ranked as 
one of the nation’s top 200 research universities. In 
2016, U.S. News & World Report listed several VCU 
graduate and first-professional programs in the top 50 
of their rankings. The School of the Arts, ranked sec-
ond overall, holds a top ranking among public 
institutions. Among graduate and first-professional 
rankings, VCU’s nurse anesthesia program is top in the 
nation. The same publication ranked VCU Medical 
Center’s state-of-the art care in more than 200 specialty 
areas among the best in the nation. A safety-net hos-
pital, VCU Medical Center is ranked second in the 
commonwealth and as the top place to seek medical 
care and treatment in Central Virginia in areas ranging 
from organ transplantation and burn healing to head 
and spinal cord trauma and cancer treatment. 
With an enrollment of over 31,000 students in 225 
degree and certificate programs — 79 of which are unique 
to Virginia and serve cross-disciplinary purposes — VCU 
also boasts educators who are nationally and interna-
tionally recognized for their excellence in the arts, 
business, education, engineering, the humanities, life 
sciences, social work and all of the 
health care professions. VCU 
employs over 2,200 full-time instruc-
tional faculty who are nationally and 
internationally recognized for their 
high-quality instruction across 13 
schools and one college.
With campuses beyond 
Richmond, VCU students and fac-
ulty live and work in locations 
throughout the commonwealth and 
the world. For over a decade, stu-
dents enrolled at VCU School of 
the Arts Qatar receive the same 
world-renowned education and 
training as students in Richmond. 
The School of Medicine and 
School of Pharmacy’s collaboration 
with Northern Virginia’s Inova Health System success-
fully established the VCU Inova campus and now 
educates third- and fourth-year medical and pharmacy 
students. In Charlottesville, the School of Pharmacy’s 
second satellite location for Doctor of Pharmacy stu-
dents operates at the University of Virginia Medical 
Center. 
More than 182,000 VCU alumni live worldwide, 
leading and positively impacting their communities.
Virginia Commonwealth University
A VCU University Relations publication
an equal opportunity/affirmative action university  
003011-08
Congratulations to all! Commencement
 December 10, 2016
E.J. Wade Arena at the Stuart C. Siegel Center 
Richmond, Virginia
